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One	of	Facebook	Messenger’s	most	highly	requested	features	—	group	video	calling	—	is	finally	rolling	out	now	via	an	update	to	the	app.	Up	to	six	people	can	video	call	at	the	same	time,	but	Facebook	doesn’t	want	to	force	everyone	in	a	group	to	participate.	As	Product	Manager	Andrew	Song	told	Digital	Trends,	not	everyone	is	always	“video-call
ready.”	“We	designed	this	experience	with	mobile	phones	in	mind,”	Song	said.	“And	we	were	trying	to	figure	out	how	we	can	create	this	party	or	fun	atmosphere	with	a	set	of	people.	Being	able	to	get	in	the	same	space	and	have	that	energy	that	you	would	if	you	were	in	the	same	physical	space	is	what	this	is	really	for.”	If	the	video	call	limit	has	filled
up	or	if	you’re	at	work	and	can’t	join	in,	you	can	still	see	what’s	going	on	and	respond	with	messages	or	your	voice.		The	company	says	up	to	50	people	can	listen	in	a	group	call	and	“chime	in	via	voice”	or	continue	to	send	messages	as	well.	You’ll	have	to	create	a	group	or	be	in	an	existing	one	to	be	able	to	tap	on	the	group	video	call	icon	—	each
person	can	join	in	when	they’re	ready	with	a	tap,	and	you	can	ring	certain	people	or	the	whole	group.	The	Messenger	team	recently	released	an	update	that	improved	the	camera	in	the	app	and	introduced	3D	effects,	stickers,	and	masks	that	can	be	added	to	photos	and	videos	—	similar	to	Snapchat.	These	3D	effects	can	be	used	in	real	time	during
video	calls	as	well	—	it’s	available	for	iOS	at	launch,	and	it’s	coming	soon	to	Android.	Song	says	the	team	is	focusing	on	its	next	billion	users,	and	believes	that	recently	introduced	features	like	Instant	Games,	and	Instant	Video	are	key	to	attracting	a	new	audience	while	maintaining	its	current	user	base.	The	group	video	call	update	is	rolling	out
globally	on	iOS	and	Android.	Editors'	Recommendations	Telegram	Homescreen	Lifestyle	(Image	credit:	Jeramy	Johnson	/	Android	Central)	Telegram	is	rolling	out	a	major	update	with	a	bunch	of	new	video-focused	features.Group	video	calls	on	Telegram	can	now	have	up	to	1,000	viewers.The	update	also	adds	support	for	screen	sharing	with	sound	to



one-on-one	video	calls.Telegram	has	announced	a	big	new	update	that	"takes	video	"to	the	next	level."	The	popular	messaging	app	has	made	improvements	to	nearly	every	video-focused	feature	—	including	group	video	calls,	video	messages,	and	the	media	player.Group	video	calls	on	Telegram	can	now	have	a	total	of	1,000	viewers.	However,	the	app
still	allows	only	up	to	30	participants	to	broadcast	video.	Telegram	is	also	improving	its	Video	messages	feature	by	adding	support	for	higher	resolution.	You	can	record	a	video	message	by	tapping	the	microphone	icon	in	the	message	bar	to	switch	from	voice	message	to	video.	Similar	to	voice	messages,	you'll	need	to	press	and	hold	to	begin	recording.
You	can	also	now	tap	on	a	video	message	to	expand	it.	Tapping	on	an	expanded	video	message	will	pause	it	and	allow	you	to	fast	forward	or	rewind	the	message.The	app's	media	player	now	supports	multiple	video	playback	speeds:	0.5x,	1.5x,	and	2x.	On	the	best	Android	phones,	you	can	even	replay	videos	at	0.2x	speed.	To	switch	between	different
playback	speeds,	press	and	hold	the	2X	button	when	playing	voice	or	video	messages.Another	feature	that	many	users	might	find	helpful	is	the	ability	to	share	your	screen	with	sound	from	your	device	when	broadcasting	in	one-on-one	video	calls.	Telegram's	Auto-Delete	feature	has	also	been	updated	and	now	offers	a	new	"one	month"	option.	You	can
enable	the	timer	for	your	messages	to	erase	themselves	by	tapping	on	⋮	>	Clear	History	and	choosing	a	duration.Aside	from	the	video	improvements,	the	update	introduces	new	lightweight	animations	for	text	messages	on	Android.	When	you	send	a	message,	your	text	will	"smoothly	transform	into	the	message	bubble	as	it	flies	into	chat."	These
animations	were	rolled	out	to	iOS	users	with	the	previous	Telegram	update.	Telegram	Logo	Lifestyle	(Image	credit:	Chris	Wedel/Android	Central)	Telegram	has	finally	added	the	ability	to	make	group	video	calls	to	its	mobile	and	desktop	apps.Group	video	calls	are	limited	to	the	first	30	people	who	join	a	voice	chat.The	latest	Telegram	update	also	adds
animated	backgrounds,	message	animations,	and	more.Telegram,	which	is	one	the	best	Android	messaging	apps,	is	rolling	out	a	new	update	that	finally	lets	users	turn	voice	chats	in	any	group	into	group	video	calls.	The	feature	is	now	available	on	all	devices	—	including	tablets	and	desktops.	Telegram	says	group	video	calls	will	"bring	voice	chats	to	a
whole	new	level,	ready	for	online	classes,	business	meetings	and	family	gatherings."Source:	Telegram	(Image	credit:	Source:	Telegram)Although	there	is	no	limit	on	the	number	of	people	that	can	join	an	audio	call,	video	is	currently	available	only	for	the	first	30	participants.	However,	Telegram	is	working	on	increasing	this	limit	"soon."	To	begin	a
group	voice	chat,	open	the	three-dots	menu	in	the	profile	of	any	group	where	you	are	an	admin	and	tap	the	"Voice	Chat"	button.	Once	users	join	and	turn	on	their	cameras,	you	can	tap	on	any	video	to	make	it	fullscreen.	Users	can	also	choose	to	share	their	screen	during	a	group	call	by	tapping	on	the	"Share	Screen"	option	from	the	three-dots
menu.Group	video	chats	have	been	optimized	for	both	portrait	and	landscape	orientation	on	the	best	Android	tablets.	Once	you	open	the	side	panel,	you	can	see	a	split-screen	view	of	the	video	grid,	along	with	a	list	of	participants.	On	desktop,	group	chats	open	in	a	separate	window	and	offer	a	selective	screensharing	feature,	making	it	possible	for	you
to	broadcast	an	individual	program	instead	of	the	entire	screen.The	latest	Telegram	update	also	makes	it	the	first	messaging	app	to	offer	animated	backgrounds	for	chats.	You	can	access	animated	backgrounds	by	heading	over	to	Chat	Settings	>	Change	Chat	Background	on	Android	devices.	You	can	even	create	your	own	animated	backgrounds	and
share	them	with	friends	and	family.	More	people,	less	cost,	please	One	of	the	big	upper	hands	Google	Hangouts	enjoys	over	Skype	right	now	is	free	group	video	chatting,	while	Skypers	have	to	pay	for	Premium	for	the	same	benefit.When	TechRadar	asked	if	this	could	change	in	the	future,	Skype	told	us	that	it	is	something	that	it's	working	on.	"Yes,	it's
something	we	want	to	do	in	the	near	future,"	Yasmin	Khan,	product	manager	for	Skype	Premium,	confirmed	at	the	Skype	offices	in	Stockholm.	"We	realise	this	is	an	urgent	need	for	our	Skype	users."Right	now,	Skype	says	that	it's	looking	to	ensure	that	the	service	will	work	well	across	all	devices	and	isn't	giving	any	further	details	of	why	it's	still
holding	back.However	Skype	told	us	that	its	Premium	service	is	doing	well	right	now.	Despite	this,	it's	clearly	feeling	the	pressure	of	Google	Hangouts	offering	more	for	less.I'm	free,	I'm	free	callin'Skype	also	confirmed	that	it	also	has	a	number	of	other	priorities	for	the	future.	Making	the	Skype	experience	better	on	multiple	devices	is	currently	top	of
that	list,	with	an	emphasis	on	being	more	Cloud-focused,	according	to	Karlheinz	Wurm,	General	Manager	of	Product	and	Test	for	Skype	and	Lync	Real	Time	Media	at	Microsoft.Microsoft	has	already	announced	that	the	Xbox	One	will	come	with	six	free	months	of	group	chatting	for	those	with	a	Gold	Live	subscription	-	let's	hope	it's	not	long	until	it
makes	it	free	all	the	time	for	everyone.	It's	sounding	hopeful.	(Image	credit:	WhatsApp)	In	this	social	distancing	time,	knowing	how	to	use	WhatsApp	group	video	calling	can	keep	you	in	touch	with	your	family	and	friends	around	the	world.	WhatsApp	group	video	calls	are	a	good	Zoom	alternative	for	smaller	groups,	especially	since	it’s	end-to-end
encrypted.WhatsApp	is	a	popular	messenger	app	which	supports	voice	and	video	calls.	The	service	introduced	group	video	calls	in	2018	and	recently	has	increased	the	maximum	group	size	to	eight	people	(plus,	WhatsApp	is	testing	50-person	group	calls).	WhatsApp	is	available	on	both	iOS	and	Android,	and	while	there	is	a	browser	and	desktop
version	of	the	app,	you	can	only	make	calls	on	mobile.The	coronavirus	pandemic	has	led	to	huge	demand	for	video	conferencing	software	and	video	call	apps.	Zoom	became	a	household	name,	thanks	to	fun	backgrounds	and	the	grid	layout	view.	But	other	companies	have	stepped	up	their	game,	adding	features	and	functionality	to	Google	Meet,	Skype
and	Facebook	Messenger.WhatsApp	(owned	by	Facebook)	has	also	rolled	out	improvements,	including	the	increase	in	group	size.	That	makes	it	easier	for	you	and	your	loved	ones	to	catch	up	and	attend	virtual	parties	on	a	video	call.	Here’s	a	guide	on	how	to	use	WhatsApp	group	video	calling.First,	WhatsApp	recommends	that	you	have	a	strong
internet	connection	when	placing	a	video	call.	A	poor	connection	will	result	in	poor	video	and	audio	quality.	Second,	make	sure	your	phone	software	and	app	are	updated.	On	Android,	video	calling	is	only	available	on	Android	4.1	and	higher.How	to	use	WhatsApp	group	video	calling:	From	the	Calls	screenOpen	and	sign	into	WhatsApp.In	the	bottom
navigation	bar,	tap	Calls.In	the	top	right	corner,	tap	the	icon	of	a	phone	with	plus	sign.Tap	New	Group	Chat.	This	opens	a	list	of	your	contacts.Select	contacts	from	the	list,	up	to	8	people.	Tap	the	video	icon	to	begin	the	WhatsApp	group	video	call.How	to	use	WhatsApp	group	video	calling:	For	an	existing	groupOpen	and	sign	into	WhatsAppIn	the
bottom	navigation	bar,	tap	Chats.Tap	to	select	a	group	chat.	If	the	group	chat	has	four	or	fewer	people,	tap	the	video	icon	to	start	the	group	video	call.	It	will	begin	immediately.If	the	group	chat	has	five	or	more	participants,	tap	the	icon	of	a	phone	with	plus	sign.	Select	the	people	you	want	to	join	the	group	video	call.	Tap	the	video	icon	to	begin	the
WhatsApp	group	video	call.To	create	a	new	group,	in	the	Chats	screen,	tap	New	Group.How	to	use	WhatsApp	group	video	calling:	From	one-on-one	callsOpen	and	sign	into	WhatsAppIn	the	bottom	navigation	bar,	tap	Chats.Select	an	existing	one-on-one	chat	or	open	a	new	chat.	Tap	the	video	icon	to	begin	a	video	call.	Once	the	call	is	underway,	add
new	participants	by	tapping	on	the	icon	of	a	person	with	a	plus	sign	in	the	top	right	corner	of	the	screen.Select	the	contacts	you	want	to	join	the	WhatsApp	group	video	call.How	to	use	WhatsApp	group	video	calling:	Receiving	video	callsWhen	you	receive	a	WhatsApp	group	video	call,	you’ll	see	an	incoming	WhatsApp	Video	Call	screen.	It	will	show	the
participants	currently	on	the	call.	The	first	one	on	the	list	is	the	person	who	added	you	to	the	call.	You	have	the	choice	to	accept,	decline	or	reply	with	a	text	message.WhatsApp	group	video	calling:	Tips	and	tricksHere	are	some	other	things	you	should	know	about	WhatsApp	group	video	calls:You	can't	remove	a	contact	during	a	group	video	call.	That
person	must	hang	up	to	leave	the	call.View	group	video	call	history	in	the	Calls	screen.	Tap	a	call	history	to	view	which	contacts	participated	in	the	call.It’s	possible	to	join	a	group	video	call	with	someone	you’ve	blocked.	However,	if	you	create	the	call,	you	cannot	add	a	blocked	contact	nor	add	a	contact	who	has	blocked	you.Best	camera	phonesHow
to	change	your	Google	Meet	backgroundToday's	best	Apple	iPhone	11	Pro	deals	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View	Deal	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View	Deal	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View	Deal	(opens	in	new	tab)
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