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Anansi	the	spider	guided	reading	level

Beckstrom	Portfolio,	October	256	pp.,	$24.95It	sounds	like	the	opening	line	to	a	bad	joke:	What	do	the	Apache	Indians,	Craigslist,	Skype,	and	Al	Qaeda	have	in	common?	Cut	a	starfish	in	half,	and	you’ll	end	up	with	two.)	Open	source	has	spread	far	beyond	its	recent	successes	with	file	sharing	and	software.	For	example,	a	book	with	an	AR	level	of	5.7
should	be	suitable	for	a	student	in	the	seventh	month	of	fifth	grade.	They	may	be	the	best	one	can	hope	for.	Beckstrom	demonstrate	is	simultaneously	dismantling	many	established	industries	while	harnessing	the	creativity	of	the	masses	to	generate	new	ones.	If	you	cannot	find	a	specific	book	in	one	of	the	known	reading	level	databases,	you	can	use
the	Five	Finger	Rule.	Students	choose	books	within	a	suggested	range	of	reading	levels.	Students	can	search	for	books	with	a	reading	level	that	corresponds	to	their	grade	level.	Think	eBay	or	Intuit	–firms	that	channel	customers’	and	employees’	bottom-up	efforts	into	hierarchical	businesses.	To	find	the	AR	reading	level	of	a	book,	parents,	teachers
and	students	can	search	for	a	book’s	title,	author’s	name	or	topic	in	the	Accelerated	Reader	Bookfinder	database	on	the	program’s	website.Sometimes	finding	the	reading	level	of	a	book	is	challenging.	They	can	then	use	the	Find	a	Book	feature	on	the	company’s	website	to	find	books	that	suit	their	Lexile	levels.	Choose	a	100-word	section	of	the	book



and	count	the	number	of	sentences	and	the	number	of	syllables	in	the	section.	Students	take	an	assessment	to	determine	their	Lexile	levels.	These	programs	take	into	account	factors	like	vocabulary	and	sentence	length	to	assign	a	reading	level	to	a	book.Accelerated	Reader	BookfinderAccelerated	Reader	is	a	program	designed	to	support	students
during	independent	reading.	As	the	authors	put	it,	“The	moment	you	introduce	property	rights	into	the	equation	[be	they	intellectual,	physical,	or	otherwise],	everything	changes:	The	starfish	organization	turns	into	a	spider.”	As	a	consolation,	they	make	a	case	for	the	viability	of	hybrid	entities.	Their	effort	has	mixed	results.	The	Book	Wizard	also
gives	them	the	option	to	search	for	books	using	the	title,	author	or	keyword	so	they	can	find	the	book’s	grade	level.	The	reading	level	of	a	book	is	one	way	parents	and	teacher	can	gauge	whether	a	child	can	read	a	particular	book	independently.	Brafman	and	Beckstrom	make	this	much	clear:	If	you’re	the	head	of	a	spider,	look	out	for	the
starfish.Combine	Cluetrain‘s	storming-the-gates	passion	with…	examples	like	Linus	Torvalds’s	Linux	and	its	place	in	the	open-source	revolution	to	get…	Starfish,	which	needed	more	Linuxes	but	whose	underlying	ideas	ring	true.	Teachers	and	parents	can	use	the	points	to	create	a	reward	system	that	encourages	independent	reading.Each	book	in	the
AR	program	has	an	assigned	reading	level.	If	they	find	more	than	five	unfamiliar	words,	the	text	may	be	too	complex	for	the	student	to	read	independently.Fry	Readability	GraphIf	you	want	to	find	the	reading	level	of	a	non-fiction	book,	you	can	use	the	Fry	Readability	Graph.	But	they	can’t	exactly	explain	how	you	can	do	it.	The	U.S.	government	finally
bested	the	Apaches,	for	instance,	when	it	provided	its	leaders	with	cattle,	a	form	of	wealth	that	reshaped	the	amorphous,	nomadic	tribes	into	easily	manageable	hierarchies.Wealth,	it	turns	out,	is	the	elephant	in	the	room.	(The	title	refers	to	the	authors’	metaphor	that	a	starfish	and	a	spider	appear	to	be	structured	similarly,	but	if	you	crush	a	spider’s
head,	it	dies.	You	can	now	find	cooperatively	developed	art,	literature,	even	religion.What	Brafman	and	Beckstrom	attempt	to	add	to	the	discussion	is	a	sense	of	how	you	can	harness	the	power	of	leaderless,	decentralized	movements.	You	can	determine	the	approximate	reading	level	by	comparing	these	numbers	on	a	graph.LexileThe	Lexile
Framework	for	Reading	is	a	popular	tool	used	in	schools	to	measure	students’	reading	progress.	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET	The	answer	goes	to	the	heart	of	a	rewardingly	simple	new	book:	They’re	all	decentralized	organizations	that	have	bedeviled	the	established	hierarchy	hell-bent	on	crushing	them.The	Starfish	and	the	Spider	is
about	the	open-source	revolution,	a	trend	that	authors	Ori	Brafman	and	Rod	A.	Ironically,	the	best	they	can	do	is	explain	how	to	interrupt	or	redirect	a	starfish	network	when	it’s	chewing	away	at	profits.	After	reading	the	book,	they	take	a	comprehension	test	and	earn	points	for	each	completed	book.	This	is	a	useful	tool	for	teachers,	parents	and
students	who	want	to	purchase	books.	Anansi	Goes	Fishing	Anansi	and	the	Moss-Covered	Rock	Anansi	and	the	Talking	Melon	Anansi’s	Party	Time	Anansi	and	the	Magic	Stick	By	Ori	Brafman	and	Rod	A.	Students	read	a	page	of	the	book	and	count	the	number	of	words	on	the	page	they	don’t	know.	The	database	lets	them	search	for	books	that	are	easy
to	read,	just	right	to	read	or	difficult	to	read.Scholastic	Book	WizardScholastic’s	Book	Wizard	lets	students	sort	books	by	reading	levels	from	different	systems,	such	as	Guided	Reading,	DRA,	Lexile	and	grade	level	equivalent.	The	authors	do	an	excellent	job	of	illustrating	how	cooperative	networks–such	as	the	Apaches	prior	to	the	early	1900s,	or	Al
Qaeda	today–benefit	from	operating	without	a	central	hierarchy.	There	are	several	ways	to	calculate	reading	levels.
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