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But	with	such	a	powerful	system	things	begin	to	get	complicated,	and	it	is	not	always	obvious	how	to	do	the	most	basic	things	you	want	to	do	in	a	mapping	app.	Whether	you	open	Google	Maps	for	the	first	time	on	your	new	phone	or	need	an	update	on	the	app	you've	kept	on	your	screen	for	months,	we're	here	to	help	you.	Read	long	for	our	quick	guide
to	the	Google	Maps	bases	on	Android.	Few	of	us	will	open	Google	Maps	and	turn	around	without	destination	until	we	find	something	interesting	–	most	of	the	time	we	will	open	the	app	with	a	distinct	destination	in	mind.	Luckily	Google	Maps	is	driven	by	Google’s	vast	search	power	â​​	just	tap	the	search	box	at	the	top	of	the	interface	and	type	(or	talk!)
Whatever	you	need.	You	can	search	for	states,	cities,	retailers,	types	of	shops	or	just	a	complete	address	if	you	know	it	–	and	Google	Maps	popular	results	with	what	it	thinks	is	relevant	information.	If	you	only	open	the	search	bar	and	proceed	to	scroll	rather	than	write,	you	can	see	the	latest	searches	(on	any	device	with	your	Google	account	signed),
as	well	as	a	section	"Explore	nearby"	and	popular	search	groups	such	as	gas	stations	and	ATM.	Select	an	item	from	the	search	results	or	suggested	items	and	you	will	be	taken	away	(virtually,	however)	to	that	location	on	the	map.	While	many	of	us	think	about	apps	like	Foursquare,	OpenTab	and	TripAdvisor	to	find	interesting	places	to	go	to	dinner,
Google	Maps	has	a	fairly	robust	list	of	places	and	restaurants	to	discover.	When	Google	Maps	is	sure	that	it	has	blocked	your	location	–	from	GPS,	cell	networks	and	Wifi~—a	bar	will	appear	on	the	bottom	of	the	interface	with	a	small	star	and	"Around	[location]"	on	it.	Tap	that	bar,	and	you	will	be	taken	to	a	screen	of	nearby	attractions,	museums,
photo	spots,	restaurants	and	interesting	things	to	see	nearby.	TheDate	information	on	each	place,	and	the	possibility	of	immersing	more	deeply	if	you	are	interested	Ã	¢	â	€	â	€	â	€	œThless	naturally	can	get	directions	at	the	end,	if	you	want	to	go	there.	If	you’re	looking	for	information	about	a	location	you’re	not	currently	in,	scroll	the	map	to	the
location	you’re	interested	in	and	hit	the	search	bar	â​​	you’ll	get	the	same	kind	of	results,	but	for	that	area.	Once	you’ve	narrowed	down	where	to	go	based	on	your	research,	you’ll	surely	want	a	little	help	getting	there.	Once	you	have	selected	a	location	on	the	map,	you	will	see	a	circle	in	the	bottom	right	corner	of	the	interface:	“Touch	it	and	you	will	be
taken	to	the	navigation	screen.	By	default	you	will	be	taken	for	driving	directions,	but	you	can	adjust	the	settings	of	the	default	app	for	public	transport,	cycling	or	walking	as	well.	Tap	the	path	you	prefer	to	take	Â”	the	option	at	the	top	is	the	fastest	available	Â”	and	go	away.	Google	Maps	will	gradually	guide	you	to	your	destination.	If	you	know
exactly	where	you’re	going	before	opening	Maps,	you	can	simply	tap	the	blue	navigation	button	on	the	main	map	screen,	again	in	the	bottom	left	corner,	and	enter	the	start	and	end	locations.	By	default,	the	starting	position	will	be	the	current	one,	but	you	can	change	it.	So	you	just	used	Google	Maps	to	find	a	great	place	to	go,	you	got	directions,	and
you	had	a	fun	afternoon.	Maybe	you	want	to	go	back	and	vote	on	those	places	the	next	day	so	others	will	have	your	recommendation	to	do	within	Google	Maps,	too.	Whether	you’re	on	site	or	not,	go	to	Google	Maps	and	find	the	location	you’d	like	to	vote	for.	Tap	it	on	the	map	and	you’ll	see	detailed	information,	including	reviews.	To	add	your	review,
scroll	down	until	you	see	your	Google	profile	picture	and	a	blank	set	of	stars.	Tap	the	star	rating	you	want	to	assign	to	the	place,	and	you	will	be	displayed	in	a	screen	where	you	can	add	a	short	review	to	accompany	the	star	rating.	Tap	Post	at	the	bottom	when	you’re	done,	and	your	review	will	soon	be	visible	to	anyone	looking	for	more	information
about	location.	Maybe	the	new	restaurant	you	found	with	your	friends	is	the	best	in	town	â​Â​	you	will	definitely	want	to	keep	it	for	future	reference.	Return	to	the	page	information	about	the	place	where	you	just	left	a	rating,	below	the	lead	image	at	the	top	of	the	page	you	will	see	a	Save	button	with	a	star	above.	Press	the	button	and	the	seat	will	be
automatically	saved	and	synced	to	your	Google	account.	If	you	want	to	save	a	specific	location	to	which	it	is	not	tied	to	a	building,	landmark	or	business,	just	long	press	on	a	point	on	the	map	and	you	will	be	able	to	save	the	location	from	that	point.	Now	you	will	be	able	to	access	it	with	other	locations	saved	from	the	left	slide	panel	in	Google	Maps
under	the	“Your	Places”	button,	as	well	as	see	a	small	star	when	you	look	at	a	map	on	mobile	or	desktop	devices.	As	with	any	other	location,	you	can	quickly	navigate	to	a	saved	location	with	a	couple	of	taps	in	the	app.	Google	Maps	is	an	incredibly	powerful	tool,	and	although	it	may	take	a	while	to	understand	all	of	its	features	and	peculiarities,	we’re
here	to	help	you	understand	everything.	You	can	keep	up	with	all	of	our	Google	Maps	coverage	right	here	as	we	post	more	useful	articles!	Items!
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