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There are some real advantages to using a free music downloader rather than streaming. First of all, you can choose which music player to use, like iTunes, MusicBee or VLC.Second, you have more control over your music collection: subscription services like Spotify and Apple Music constantly add and remove songs, which means your favourites can
disappear overnight. Finally, it’s easy to back up your music library or share music files with friends.With a wide range of free music downloaders available, choosing the right one will depend on your needs. For example, if you prefer torrents, the right software should ensure lightning-fast and ultra secure downloads.The best free music downloader
is Any Video Converter Free, which can grab audio from almost any online source, including YouTube, and have it in the format of your choice. It's not your only option though (some tools are better suited to downloading multiple files at once, for example, or are more straightforward to use) so we've also rounded up four other brilliant free music
downloaders. Just pick the one that best suits your needs.Be sure to only download music that you've already purchased or that’s freely available online. You might also be interested in our guide to the best YouTube to MP3 converters, which are designed specifically for the video hosting site. Get the best YouTube downloader to save your YouTube
playlists on your PC. The best music downloader available right now is: Audials One 2020 Audials One isn't free, but it's the most comprehensive music downloader we've tried. It takes you back to the good old days of recording songs from the radio; just specify a track you want, and it will scan online radio stations and 'record' it live when it's played.
Audials One also serves as a hub for all your digital streaming services (music and video) and can even download from YouTube.(Image credit: Anvsoft Inc)A music downloader for saving tracks from YouTubeThere are a number of programs that let you download music from YouTube, SoundCloud or Facebook, but very few support as many sources as
Any Video Converter. In fact, the software lets you paste a link from any of over 100 popular video, music, and social media sites to quickly download content to your computer. Any Video Converter supports downloading high-def files up to 4K and even includes a basic editor for clipping and merging audio or video files. The software also supports
native ID3 tag editing, so you can organize your music files according to artist, album and genre. Finally, Any Video Converter can output audio to MP3, AC3, OGC, WMA, M4A and many more, allowing you to choose your preferred file type.With an easy-to-use and intuitive interface, a huge range of supported sites like YouTube and SoundCloud, and
multiple output formats, Any Video Converter will help you keep your music collection growing and fresh. Read our full Any Video Converter Free review(Image credit: Black-Burn)A music downloader specifically made for SoundCloudSCD 2 is a SoundCloud downloader for Mac with a straight-forward user interface and a number of advantages over
the competition. First, you can download up to five songs at a time, which means less time waiting around for new music. Next, if you have a SoundCloud account, you can configure SCD 2 to automatically download your favourite songs. And don’t worry about new favorites, they'll get added automatically. Finally, you can download entire sets or
playlists in one go - just paste the URL and the download starts. SCD 2 also has an integrated browser, so you can find all your music, manage your SoundCloud collection, and download MP3 files all from one place. If you prefer to visit SoundCloud in another browser, an add-on allows for one-click downloading. Finally, an accurate progress bar lets
you keep track of multiple downloads, and integrated notifications will let you know when your music is ready.(Image credit: Vuze)Download music quickly and easily with this free torrent clientVuze may not have the simplest user interface among torrent clients, but it’s one of the most powerful and makes an excellent music downloader. The app’s
developer made sure to include all the features you’d expect from a torrent client, like magnet link support, bandwidth limiting, and IP filtering. Plus, by choosing between beginner, intermediate and advanced interfaces, you can show or hide advanced features like proxy usage and per-file peer filtering. Vuze also has a number of traits that help it to
stand out. First, it supports RSS subscriptions and will automatically download new torrents as they’'re added to a feed. Next, the Vuze Remote web app lets you manage your downloads from any computer or smartphone. Finally, a metasearch will take any query and run it through a database of popular torrent sites. Add to that a robust rating and
comments system, and you’re sure to find the song you’re looking for. Once users get used to the wide range of features, Vuze is sure to become their go-to program for downloading new music. Read our full Vuze review(Image credit: The gBittorrent Project)Another torrent client that makes a great music downloaderFor those looking for a simpler
and more streamlined torrent client, qBittorrent has everything you need to download torrents quickly and securely, and nothing you don’t. It’s completely free, with no ads or hidden fees, and 100% open-source. When it comes to exchanging files online, this transparency can give you some extra piece of mind. There are a number of handy features
here for finding and downloading music. For example, the search feature supports user-made plugins to expand its capabilities and search the most popular torrent sites. This also means you can stay away from pirate sites, which certain ISPs monitor. Like Vuze, gBittorrent also lets you manage your downloads remotely by setting up a WebUI. You'll
need to select a port and enter your IP address each time you want to connect. gBittorrent is great for beginners or users looking for a simple interface without any bells and whistles, and is free of pesky advertising. Read our full gBittorrent review(Image credit: FrostWire)An old-school peer-to-peer client that searches multiple sourcesFrostWire
combines two powerful methods for downloading new music: peer-to-peer (P2P) torrent sharing, and cloud-based downloads. FrostWire is a fork, or off-shoot, of LimeWire, created after the latter imposed stricter sharing protocols for audio files. Since that time, it has gone through numerous evolutions, and several useful features have been added.An
easy-to-use search bar connects you to a large P2P network of users sharing content as well as cloud-based sources like SoundCloud and Archive.org. Once you have your search results, you can check you’'re getting the right file by streaming directly from the cloud source or by previewing torrents before they finish. Plus, you can easily navigate the
file directory of any torrent and select which audio files to download, saving you both bandwidth and disk space. A built-in media library and player makes managing, growing, and enjoying your music collection a breeze. For users looking to leverage both torrent and cloud-based downloads, this is the program for you.Discover how to download
YouTube videos Daniel Kaluuya in “Judas and the Black Messiah”; Rachel Sennott in “Shiva Baby”; Emily Blunt and Noah Jupe in “A Quiet Place Part II”; and Yuh-Jung Youn in “Minari.” Photo Courtesy: Warner Bros/Utopia/Paramo We’ve already talked about some of the best and most talked-about shows of 2021. Now comes the time to delve into
movies with our list of some of the best titles of the year. Bear in mind that this list will be updated as more and more new films are released.The pandemic has changed the release calendar of a few of these movies, many of which were initially planned for 2020. Also, the latest edition of the Oscars and other awards competitions made certain 2021
films eligible if they were released in the first two months of the year, which is why a few of the titles here will sound familiar. Some of them have been past award frontrunners or even winners. Here are some of my favorite films of 2021 so far. Carey Mulligan in “Promising Young Woman.” Photo Courtesy: Focus Features Emerald Fennell writes and
directs this revenge tale that stars Carey Mulligan as Cassie, a former Promising Young Woman whose career as a doctor and personal life get derailed after a tragic event. Fennell went on to win the Best Original Screenplay Oscar for this movie and she also received a nomination for her directorial work. The movie carries a powerful message about
consent and raises awareness about mental health. It also features a killer soundtrack and a very deliberate aesthetic accented in candy pink.Promising Young Woman opened in theaters and video on demand (VOD). It’s available on VOD now for $5.99. Photo Courtesy: IFC Films We included this documentary in a recent article about current films
and TV shows that can teach us a lot about Black history in America. MLK/FBI establishes the quasi-obsession FBI director J. Edgar Hoover had with civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr. throughout the ‘50s and ‘60s. Hoover collected salacious and sexual material on King obtained through surveillance. The intent was to damage King’s
reputation. But the documentary points out how, despite tracking King so closely, the FBI was unable to warn the Baptist minister about the threats on his life. MLK/FBI opened in theaters and VOD on January 15. You can rent it now for $4.99. Darrell Britt-Gibson, Daniel Kaluuya, LaKeith Stanfield in “Judas and the Black Messiah.” Photo Courtesy:
Warner Bros. Also included in our list of films that can teach us about Black history in America is this story based on true events. Judas and the Black Messiah stars Daniel Kaluuya as chairman of the Illinois chapter of the Black Panther Party, Fred Hampton, and LaKeith Stanfield as the FBI informant Bill O’Neal. Both Kaluuya and Stanfield received
Oscar nominations for their roles here and Kaluuya ended up winning. The movie was produced by Ryan Coogler (Black Panther) and directed by Shaka King; it won a second Oscar for its original song "Fight for You." The film depicts O’Neal’s infiltration of the Black Panther Party and the assassination of Hampton, in the wake of close FBI
surveillance. Judas and the Black Messiah premiered simultaneously in theaters and HBO Max on February 21. It was available to stream on HBO Max for 31 days after that and can now be rented on Amazon, iTunes and other platforms for $5.99. Alan S. Kim and Steven Yeun in “Minari.” Photo Courtesy: A24 Another past Oscar contender on the

list, Minari tells the story of a Korean American family relocating from California to a farm in Arkansas in the ‘80s. Actress Yuh-Jung Youn, who plays a not-so-typical grandmother, made history by becoming the first Korean performer to win an Oscar in an acting category.The movie also showed once more that Steven Yeun has many more facets as an
actor than just being a zombie fighter. And it made young actor Alan S. Kim a star. The eight-year-old won the Critics Choice Award for Best Young Actor/Actress for his role in this movie. Minari opened in theaters on February 12 and was available on video on demand on February 26, 2021. You can rent it for $5.99. Olivia Colman and Anthony
Hopkins in “Minari.” Photo Courtesy: Sony Pictures Classics Anthony Hopkins plays Anthony, an 80-year-old with dementia who is set in his ways. Olivia Colman is Anne, Anthony’s daughter. She tries to figure out how to provide care for her dad, who no longer seems to be able to live alone. Filmmaker Florian Zeller, who directed and co-wrote this
movie based on his own play, tells this story from Anthony’s perspective even though he’s no longer the most reliable of narrators. The Father won an Oscar for Adapted Screenplay and a second surprise win occurred in the Best Actor race due to Hopkins’ performance. The late actor Chadwick Boseman was the favorite in the category for his role in
Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, but Hopkins sure gives a masterful performance here as the independent Anthony. The Father is available on video on demand for $5.99. Photo Courtesy: Apple TV+ This documentary about singer-songwriter Billie Eilish offers an intimate perspective of the artist at 17. Filmmaker R.]J. Cutler shows Eilish’s childhood home;
the places where she composed and recorded with her older brother, FINNEAS; how she got her driver’s license... The documentarian also follows her on tour while she’s promoting her debut album “When We All Fall Asleep, Where Do We Go?”The film makes a point to reveal the duality of such an international pop sensation who, at the end of the
day, is just a teenager coming of age and coping with the same things we’ve all been confronted with at that age.Billie Eilish: The World’s a Little Blurry is available on Apple TV+. It was released on February 26. Rachel Sennott in “Shiva Baby.” Photo Courtesy: Utopia Emma Seligman writes and directs this sharp comedy about a bisexual Jewish
woman, Danielle (Rachel Sennott), who unwillingly attends a shiva with her parents. She doesn’t know who died, she’s overwhelmed by her very large extended family, she’s mortified that everyone keeps asking about her studies... Plus her ex Maya (Molly Gordon) shows up, representing everything that’s good, promising and composed in life. And
her sugar daddy, Max (Danny Deferrari), also pops up and he turns out to be a former colleague of her dad and very much married. Shiva Baby is available on video on demand for $5.99. This animated feature, which features the voice talent of Olivia Colman, Maya Rudolph, Abbi Jacobson and Danny McBride follows a somewhat dysfunctional family
as they embark on a road trip across the country while driving older daughter Katie (Jacobson) to college. The Mitchells end up in an unlikely battle against an army of robots who’ve decided to rebel against humanity. While funny and heartwarming, The Mitchells vs. The Machines also makes a stand on the absurdity of what a “normal” family is
supposed to look like. Plus you can also view it as a commentary on our dependence on technology that’s definitely much more positive than any episode of Black Mirror. The Mitchells vs. The Machines is available on Netflix, it was released on April 30, 2021. Emily Blunt in “A Quiet Place Part II.” Photo Courtesy: Paramount Pictures I'm well aware of
the fact that A Quiet Place Part II is on this list just because it’s the first movie I saw in a movie theater after 14 months of cinema deprivation caused by the pandemic. But the fact is that John Krasinski’s sequel about a post-apocalyptic world overrun by monsters makes for the perfect cinematic back-to-the-movies experience.And while this movie
isn’t as quiet as the first one, I guess that explains why the filmmakers didn’t go with the title A Quieter Place, it still is very much a nail-biter story with enough silences and tension to keep you at the edge of your seat. I didn’t feel it suffered from any sequel bloat and it actually made me wish for a third movie in the franchise. A Quiet Place Part

IT opened exclusively in theaters on May 28. And there have been many other interesting movies so far this year. The animated feature Raya and the Last Dragon on Disney+ made a case for more Southeast Asian representation and warrior princesses. Netflix kept us engrossed with a lot of titles. The Dig is based on real events; it stars Carey
Mulligan and Ralph Fiennes; and it tells the story of an archeological excavation on the brink of WWII. Concrete Cowboy has Stranger Things’ Caleb McLaughlin as the young Cole and Idris Elba playing his father. The urban tale depicts the Philadelphia Black cowboy culture. And then there is I Care a Lot, in which Rosamund Pike plays Marla, a
heartless legal guardian who goes toe to toe with Peter Dinklage’s Roman. You won’t see its ending coming. Robin Wright made her directorial feature debut with Land, in which she also stars. She plays a woman who retreats to a cabin in Wyoming and learns a valuable lesson on how to live in the wilderness.And it’s difficult to know how to classify
Framing Britney Spears, since it’s part of the FX documentary series The New York Times Presents. But this episode dedicated to pop star Britney Spears, available on Hulu, sure captured our attention and changed how a lot of us perceived the artist. It also makes for the perfect watching companion to Billie Eilish: The World’s a Little Blurry.If you
liked 2020’s Never Rarely Sometimes Always and the definitely lighter Unpregnant, you should check out Hulu’s Plan B. It’s certainly raunchier than the previous two movies, but it delves once again into access to contraception and abortion services for underage women who are forced to sometimes travel hundreds of miles or even across state lines
to receive this healthcare. And let’s add to the list of other very interesting 2021 films Mona Fastvold’s The World to Come. It stars Katherine Waterston and Vanessa Kirby as two women in mid-19th century America who live in isolation with their respective husbands but find each other, form a friendship and end up in a romantic relationship.Need
more ideas for films to watch? Check out our summer movie roundtable where we talk about some of summertime’s standout titles.And, tell us what 2021 films you’ve seen that should be included here.
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