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Spanish	grammar	past	tense	exercises

Spanish	students'	immersion	activity	Here	are	some	interactive	exercises	to	provide	practice	in	their	correct	use	and	also	for	you	to	test	your	own	knowledge	of	the	grammar	used.	Completa	las	oraciones	con	la	palabra	correcta.	Note:	Try	to	use	the	correct	written	accents	if	you	can	e.g.:	á,	é,	í,	ó,	ú,	ñ,	ü.	If	you	don't	know	the	correct	answer,	type	'?'
to	reveal	it.HINTS:	estuvo,	fui,	iba,	terminó,	me	contó,	le	sentó,	se	enamoró	.	1.	Hoy	no	(visitar)		a	mi	abuela.	2.	La	semana	pasada	(ir)		a	la	playa	todos	los	días.	3.	Cuando	vivía	en	Bilbao,	(ir)		a	visitar	el	Guggenheim.	4.	Hace	un	momento	(pedir,	a	mí)		que	me	case	con	él.	5.	La	semana	pasada	Luís	(estar)		muy	raro,	él	nunca	se	comporta	así.	6.	Anoche
no	(ir)		al	cine	porque	estaba	enfermo.	7.	Como	tenía	que	terminar	el	trabajo	de	doctorado,	no	(asistir)		a	la	conferencia	de	mi	amiga.	8.	Miriam	(casarse)		tres	vecesy	este	verano	(enamorarse)		de	su	profesor.	9.	Hace	dos	semanas	no	(viajar)		porque	tenía	la	pierna	y	el	brazo	rotos	del	accidente	de	moto.	10.	Como	no	llegaba	el	bus,	(llegar)		tarde	a
clase.	11.	Lorenzo	(decir,a	mí)		el	mes	pasado	que	su	jefe	le	había	pedido	un	trabajo	muy	complicado.	12.	Ya	(terminar)		de	ver	la	película	que	usted	me	(dejar)		el	fin	de	semana	pasado.13.	Maribel	(contar,	a	mí)		el	martes...que	cuando	era	pequeña	su	hermana	(regalar,	a	ella)		una	muñeca	muy	especial.	14.	Otra	vez	(perder)		las	llaves!	No	sé	dónde
tengo	la	cabeza.	15.	Carlos	(nacer)		el	3	de	Marzo	de	1997.	16.	Hoy	Laia	(venir)		a	trabajar	por	la	tarde	porque	ayer(ir)		a	una	cena	de	trabajo	y	le	(sentar)		mal	el	pescado	y	(estar)		toda	la	mañana	de	hoy	enferma.	17.	(Pensar)		que	sería	interesante	ir	esta	tarde	al	cine.	18.	Fernando	Alonso	(ganar)		la	carrera	de	esta	semanay	Schumacher	(quedar)		en
segundo	lugar.19.	El	fin	de	semana	pasado	Marta	y	yo	(hacer)		una	excursión	por	la	sierray	(visitar)		pueblos	muy	bonitos.20.	Jorge	(empezar)		la	carrera	hace	siete	añosy	la	(terminar)		éste.	Exercise	2:	Write	the	correct	form	of	the	preterite:	Ejercicio	2:	Escriba	la	forma	correcta	del	pretérito:	Note:	Try	to	use	the	correct	written	accents	if	you	can	e.g	:
á,	é,	í,	ó,	ú,	ü,	ñ.	Ayer	por	la	mañana	yo	me	(levantar)		temprano,me	(vestir)		rápidamentee	inmediatamente	(salir)			corriendo	de	la	casa.Me	(meter)		en	mi	cochey	(manejar)		directamente	a	la	casa	de	mi	amigo	Raúl.Ayer	por	la	mañana	yo	me	(levantar)		temprano,me	(vestir)		rápidamentee	inmediatamente	(salir)			corriendo	de	la	casa.Me	(meter)		en
mi	cochey	(manejar)		directamente	a	la	casa	de	mi	amigo	Raúl.¡Tendríamos	un	día	estupendo	de	caza	mayor!Tan	pronto	como	yo	(llegar),		él	me	(ver)		desde	la	puerta	de	su	casa,y	(ir)		a	mi	lado	del	automóvil.Yo	(bajar)		la	ventana,y	él	(decir)		'Lo	siento	mucho,	pero	no	puedo	ir	contigo	hoy.	Mi	esposa	se	(enfermar)		hace	unas	horas,	y	yo	tengo	que
cuidarla.Por	desgracia,	el	teléfono	(dejar)		de	funcionar	anoche,	así	que	yo	no	(poder)		llamarte.El	plan	de	ir	de	caza	hoy	es	magnífico.	'Ojalá	que	podamos	hacerlo	la	semana	que	viene.'Yo	(querer)		decirle	unas	palabras	de	consuelo,pero	(las	palabras)	(salir)		mal.(Él)	(hacer)		un	gesto	de	disculpay	(desaparecer)		de	mi	vista	para	irse	dentro	de	la
casa.Luego	la	cara	triste	de	su	esposa	se	(asomar)		a	la	ventana	principaly	me	(decir)		adiós	con	la	mano.(irse)		para	el	campo	solopero	realmente	no	me	(divertirse)		mucho.	Click	below	to	register	for	a	free	class	with	no	obligation	-	no	credit	card	needed.	The	preterite	(el	pretérito	indefinido	de	indicativo)	is	a	Spanish	past	tense.	We	use	it	for
completed	past	actions,	facts	or	general	truths	in	the	past	or	to	express	an	action	that	interrupts	a	second	action.	Learn	to	conjugate	-ar,	-er,	-ir	verbs	in	the	preterite	indicative	tense.	Master	the	grammar	rules	and	get	tips	on	when	to	use	this	tense	then	put	your	knowledge	to	the	test	in	the	exercises.	In	tense	comparison,	you	will	find	an	overview	of
all	the	tenses	in	Spanish	grammar.	The	preterite	tense	in	the	indicative	mood	works	similarly	to	the	simple	past	tense	in	English.	We	use	the	preterite	to	express:	completed	actions	and	events	that	took	place	in	the	past	Example:	El	año	pasado	llegó	una	chica	nueva	a	clase.Last	year,	a	new	girl	joined	our	class.	Con	un	mapa,	nos	explicó	todo	sobre	su
país	y	su	ciudad.With	a	map,	she	told	us	all	about	her	country	and	her	city.	Me	encantó	conocerla,	…I	was	very	glad	to	meet	her.	Fue	una	verdadera	lástima.It	was	a	real	pity.	Me	quedé	muy	triste.It	made	me	very	sad.	an	action	that	interrupts	another	action	that	was	already	in	progress;	the	background	action	is	expressed	in	the	imperfect	tense
Example:	Justo	cuando	empezábamos	a	ser	amigos	de	verdad	tuvo	que	marcharse.Just	as	were	becoming	real	friends,	she	had	to	leave.	To	conjugate	verbs	in	the	preterite	tense	(pretérito	indefinido),	we	replace	the	infinitive	endings	-ar,	-er,	-ir	verb	endings	with	the	following	endings.	Note	that	the	endings	for	-er	and	-ir	verbs	are	the	same:	Reflexive
Verbs	When	we	use	a	reflexive	verb	in	the	preterite	tense,	the	reflexive	pronoun	(me,	te,	se,	nos,	os,	se)	always	comes	before	the	verb.	Example:	(yo)	me	mudé	(tú)	te	mudaste	(él)	se	mudó	(nosotros)	nos	mudamos	(vosotros)	os	mudasteis	(ellos)	se	mudaron	Irregular	Conjugations	Some	verbs	have	irregular	conjugations	in	the	preterite	tense.	There	are
some	verbs	that	change	their	stem	and	take	the	preterite	endings:	-e,	-íste,	-o,	-imos,	-ísteis,	-ieron/-eron.	The	verbs	ser	and	ir	are	identical	in	the	preterite	tense.	We	know	from	the	context	which	verb	is	meant.	Some	-ir	verbs,	change	their	stem	in	the	3rd	person	singular	and	plural	(-e	→	-i,	-o	→	-u).	Example:	pedirask	for	-	pedí,	pediste,	pidió,	pedimos,
pedisteis,	pidieron	dormirsleep	-	dormí,	dormiste,	durmió,	dormimos,	dormisteis,	durmieron	Verbs	that	end	in	-ucir,	change	-uc	to	-uj.	The	endings	of	these	verbs	are	irregular	(-e,	-iste,	-o,	-imos,	-isteis,	-eron).	Example:	traducirtranslate	-	traduje,	tradujiste,	tradujo,	tradujimos,	tradujisteis,	tradujeron	For	verbs	ending	in	a	vowel	+	-er/-ir,	we	change	-i
to	a	-y	in	the	3rd	person	singular	and	plural	form.	Example:	caerfall	-	caí,	caíste,	cayó,	caímos,	caísteis,	cayeron	distribuirdistribute	-	distribuí,	distribuiste,	distribuyó,	distribuimos,	distribuisteis,	distribuyeron	leerread	-	leí,	leíste,	leyó,	leímos,	leísteis,	leyeron	oírhear	-	oí,	oíste,	oyó,	oímos,	oísteis,	oyeron	Sometimes,	we	have	to	change	the	final
consonant	of	certain	-ar	verbs	in	the	1st	person	singular	in	order	to	preserve	the	pronunciation.	Example:	c	becomes	qu	→	atracarmoor	(a	ship)	-	atraqué	g	becomes	gu	→	colgarhang,	add	-	colgué	gu	becomes	gü	→	averiguarinvestigate,	research	-	averigüé	z	becomes	c	→	empezarbegin	-	empecé	For	verbs	ending	in	-ll/-ñ	+	-er/-ir,	we	remove	the	final	-i
in	the	3rd	person	singular	and	plural.	Example:	tañerplay	(an	instrument)	-	tañó/tañeron	(not:	tañió/tañieron)	bullirboil	-	bulló/bulleron	(not:	bullió/bullieron)	Our	online	exercises	for	Spanish	help	you	to	learn	and	practice	grammar	rules	in	an	interactive	manner.	To	make	sure	that	you	understand	the	correct	answers,	our	answer	keys	offer	simple
explanations	as	well	as	handy	tips	and	tricks.	Preterite	Tense	-	Exercises	Preterite	Tense	–	mixed	exercise	Pretérito	indefinido	-	ejercicios	adicionales			Become	a	Lingolia	Plus	member	to	access	these	additional	exercises.				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	regulares	terminados	en	-ar	(1)	A2				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	regulares	terminados	en	-ar	(2)	A2
			Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	regulares	terminados	en	-ar	(3)	A2				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	regulares	terminados	en	-er	(1)	A2				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	regulares	terminados	en	-er	(2)	A2				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	regulares	terminados	en	-ir	(1)	A2				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	regulares	terminados	en	-ir	(2)	A2				Pretérito	indefinido	–
verbos	regulares	(1)	A2				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	regulares	(2)	A2				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	regulares	(3)	A2				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	reflexivos	A2				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	irregulares	(1)	A2				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	irregulares	(2)	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	irregulares	(3)	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos
irregulares	(4)	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	ir	y	ser	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbo	dar				Pretérito	indefinido	–	cambios	en	la	raíz	(1)	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	–	cambios	en	la	raíz	(2)	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	–	cambios	en	la	raíz	(3)	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	con	raíz	irregular	(1)	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	con	raíz	irregular	(2)	B1
			Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	con	cambio	vocálico:	e	>	i	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	con	cambio	vocálico:	o	>	u	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	con	cambio	ortográfico:	i	>	y	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	–	verbos	regulares	e	irregulares	(1)	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	en	uso	–	Acciones	pasadas	puntuales	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	en	uso	–	Acciones
con	principio	y	fin	determinados	B1				Pretérito	indefinido	en	uso	–	Acciones	pasadas	repentinas	B1	A1Beginner	A2Elementary	B1Intermediate	B2Upper	intermediate	C1Advanced	There’s	only	so	much	you	can	say	about	the	here	and	now.	If	you’ve	tried	to	have	more	than	a	three-sentence	conversation	in	Spanish,	you’ve	probably	found	yourself
searching	for	a	way	to	describe	how	long	you’ve	lived	somewhere,	where	you	lived	in	the	past,	what	you	studied	in	school,	and	perhaps	how	you	chose	to	learn	Spanish.All	of	these	important	introductory	facts	about	yourself	require	the	usage	of	past	tense	in	Spanish,	but	the	question	is	which?	Take	a	look	at	this	potential	conversation	and	try	your
hand	at	identifying	the	different	forms	of	past	tense.–Hola,	mucho	gusto.	¿De	dónde	eres?	(Hello,	nice	to	meet	you.	Where	are	you	from?)–Nací	en	Utah,	pero	me	mudé	a	Canadá	cuando	tenía	doce	años.	(I	was	born	in	Utah,	but	I	moved	to	Canada	when	I	was	twelve.)–¡Wow,	tu	español	es	realmente	bueno!	(Wow,	your	Spanish	is	really	good!)–¡Gracias!
He	vivido	aquí	en	España	durante	dos	años.	(Thank	you!	I	have	been	living	here	in	Spain	for	two	years.)–¿Cómo	decidiste	estudiar	español?	(How	did	you	decide	to	study	Spanish?)–Bueno,	estudié	francés	en	Canadá	durante	cinco	años.	Habría	seguido	estudiando	francés,	pero	la	clase	de	francés	no	encajaba	en	mi	horario,	así	que	decidí	probar
español.	(Well,	I	studied	French	in	Canada	for	five	years.	I	would	have	continued	studying	French,	but	the	French	class	didn’t	fit	in	my	schedule,	so	I	decided	to	try	Spanish.)Choosing	and	Using	the	Right	Past	TenseAs	you	likely	know,	Spanish	verbs	come	in	three	categories	(-ar,	-ir,	-er)	and	change	(“conjugate”)	according	to	who	performed	the	action
and	when	the	action	occurred.	Though	it	requires	a	lot	of	memorization,	conjugating	Spanish	verbs	may	in	fact	be	easier	than	the	other	half	of	the	task	of	describing	the	past.	The	difficult	part	is	knowing	which	past	tense	is	appropriate	for	the	specific	situation	you	want	to	describe.	This	guide	provides	short	explanations	of	several	types	of	past	tenses,
with	links	to	longer	guides	to	find	out	more	about	certain	subtleties	and	exceptions.Here’s	a	quick	breakdown	of	which	tenses	are	covered	in	this	guide	and	their	English	equivalents.Tense/FormSpanish	ExampleEnglish	ExamplePreterite	(Simple	Past)La	fiesta	terminó	cuando	se	fue.The	party	ended	when	he	left.ImperfectTomaba	clases	de	violín.I
used	to	take	violin	classes.Past	ParticipleHabía	escrito	dos	cartas.I	had	written	two	letters.Past	ConditionalTe	lo	habría	dicho,	pero	no	me	dejaste	hablar.I	would	have	told	you,	but	you	didn’t	let	me	speak.Present	PerfectGuadalupe	ha	vivido	en	Colombia	durante	dos	años.Guadalupe	has	lived	in	Colombia	for	two	years.Imperfect	SubjunctiveLa
profesora	me	pidió	que	hiciera	los	ejercicios.The	teacher	asked	me	to	do	the	exercises.Past	Perfect	(Pluperfect)Ya	me	había	comido	un	taco	cuando	mi	madre	hizo	la	cena.I	had	already	eaten	a	taco	when	my	mother	made	dinner.Past	ProgressiveEstábamos	haciendo	los	deberes.We	were	doing	our	homework.Crossing	the	Finish	Line:	PreteritePreterite
is	used	to	describe	actions	which	have	reached	the	finish	line;	that	is,	they	have	been	completed	in	the	past	(are	not	continuous),	are	tied	to	a	specific	time	period	(such	as	a	date),	or	occurred	in	a	specific	order.To	form	the	preterite	in	Spanish	with	regular	verbs,	remove	the	-ar,	-ir,	or	-er	and	add	the	appropriate	ending	from	the	chart
below:PersonVerbs	ending	in	-arVerbs	ending	in	-er	and	-iryo-é-ítú-aste-isteél,	ella,	usted-ó-iónosotros-amos-imosvosotros-asteis-isteisellos,	ellas,	ustedes-aron-ieronAbrió	la	caja,	vio	al	gatito,	y	sonrió.	(He/She	opened	the	box,	saw	the	kitten,	and	smiled).La	fiesta	terminó	cuando	se	fue.	(The	party	ended	when	he	left.)Ella	vivió	en	Costa	Rica	durante	un
mes.	(She	lived	in	Costa	Rica	for	one	month	[but	now	she	doesn’t	live	there	anymore]).Age,	States,	and	Habits:	ImperfectThe	Spanish	imperfect	tense	is	generally	used	for	descriptions	of	past	events	or	actions	without	a	specific	endpoint	in	time.	For	most	basic	conversations	about	the	past,	the	main	choice	that	you	face	is	whether	to	use	preterite	or
imperfect.	Use	this	tense	for:actions	that	were	habitual	or	happened	frequently	in	the	pastfeelings,	emotions,	mental	actions,	or	physical	sensationstime	and	agetwo	simultaneous	events	taking	place	at	a	non-specific	point	in	the	pastattributes	or	general	descriptions	of	the	pastTo	form	the	imperfect	tense,	remove	the	-ar,	-er,	or	-ir	so	that	you’re	left
with	the	stem	of	the	infinitive.	Then,	add	the	appropriate	ending	from	the	chart	below,	depending	on	who	is	performing	the	action.PersonVerbs	ending	in	-arVerbs	ending	in	-er	and	-iryo-aba-íatú-abas-íasél,	ella,	usted-aba-íanosotros-ábamos-íamosvosotros-abais-íaisellos,	ellas,	ustedes-aban-íanTomaba	clases	de	violín	cuando	era	pequeño.	(I	used	to
take	violin	classes	when	I	was	little.)Estaba	feliz	de	vacaciones,	pero	pronto	se	acabaron.	(I	was	happy	during	vacation,	but	it	quickly	came	to	an	end.)Past	ParticipleThe	past	participle	isn’t	exactly	a	tense,	but	it’s	still	something	you’ll	need	to	learn	how	to	form	to	use	compound	tenses	(formas	compuestos)	in	Spanish.	It’s	used	in	several	different	ways
in	Spanish,	including	as	an	adjective,	a	noun,	and	in	conjunction	with	other	verbs.We’ll	focus	on	the	compound	usage	with	other	verbs	to	talk	about	actions/events	that	occurred	in	the	past.	The	past	participle	always	follows	another	conjugated	verb	and	is	typically	used	with	perfect	tenses.Había	escrito	dos	cartas.	(I	had	written	two	letters.)In	the
example	above,	había	is	the	yo	form	of	the	verb	haber,	which	is	commonly	used	as	an	auxiliary	or	“helping”	verb.	Together	with	the	past	participle	of	escribir	(escrito),	they	form	the	pluscuamperfecto,	which	is	used	to	talk	about	events	that	had	already	happened	before	another	event	in	the	past	(see	“Past	Perfect”	below	for	more).The	construction	of
this	sentence	is	very	similar	to	English,	which	also	uses	“to	have”	(haber)	as	an	auxiliary	verb	in	addition	to	the	past	participle	“written.”To	form	the	past	participle	of	the	verb,	simply	drop	the	-ar,	-ir,	or	-er	ending,	and	add	the	appropriate	ending:-AR	verbs-IR/-ER	verbs-ado-idoex:	olvidar	=	olvidadoex:	partir	=	partidoA	few	common	irregular	past
participles:Escribir	=	escrito	Romper	=	roto	Volver	=	vuelto	Morir	=	muerto	Hacer	=	hechoTenses	That	Use	the	Past	ParticipleSeveral	of	the	perfect	past	tense	options	that	you’ll	see	below	use	the	past	participle:Pablo	ha	escrito	dos	cartas.	[pretérito	perfecto	compuesto]	(Pablo	has	written	two	letters.)Pablo	había	escrito	dos	cartas.
[pluscuamperfecto]	(Pablo	had	written	two	letters.)Pablo	hubiera	escrito	dos	cartas…	[pluscuamperfecto	de	subjuntivo]	(Pablo	would	have	written	two	letters…)Pablo	habrá	escrito	dos	cartas.	[condicional	compuesto]	(Pablo	will	have	written	two	letters.)Past	ConditionalTo	talk	about	the	way	things	may	have	turned	out	differently	if	something	had
happened	in	the	past,	the	conditional	form	of	the	verb	haber	is	combined	with	the	past	participle.Te	lo	habría	dicho,	pero	no	me	dejaste	hablar.	(I	would	have	told	you,	but	you	didn’t	let	me	speak.)[conditional	perfect	haber	+	past	participle	decir,	indicative	preterite	(past	tense)]You	can	even	combine	the	past	conditional	with	a	present	participle
(equivalent	to	the	verb	form	ending	in	-ing	in	English,	or	-ando/-iendo	in	Spanish)	in	a	situation	like	the	one	in	the	conversation	at	the	beginning	of	this	guide:Habría	seguido	estudiando	francés…	(I	would	have	continued	studying	French…)There	are	also	a	few	other	specific	situations	which	require	other	coordinating	tenses,	which	you	can	read	more
about	here.I’ve	Been	Waiting	for	a	Tense	Like	You:	Present	PerfectWhy	are	we	talking	about	the	present	in	this	past	tense	guide?	The	preterite	perfect,	or	pretérito	perfecto,	is	used	to	talk	about	actions	that	began	in	the	past	but	that	are	continuous,	or	still	hold	some	relevance	to	the	present.	The	pretérito	perfecto	uses	the	auxiliary	verb	haber	in	the
present	tense	with	the	past	participle.Haber	(Present	Tense)yo	henosotros	hemostú	hasvosotros	habéisusted,	él,	ella	haustedes,	ellos,	ellas	hanIt’s	clear	from	the	use	of	this	tense	that	Guadalupe	has	lived	in	Colombia	(in	the	past)	and	continues	to	live	there	now.Guadalupe	ha	vivido	en	Colombia	durante	dos	años.	(Guadalupe	has	lived	in	Colombia	for
two	years.)You	can	also	combine	the	present	perfect	with	a	present	participle	(-ing	in	English,	-ando/-iendo):He	estado	aquí	esperando	durante	dos	horas	y	no	viene	nadie,	así	que	me	voy.	(I	have	been	waiting	here	for	two	hours	and	nobody	has	turned	up,	so	I’m	leaving	now.)The	subjunctive	is	used	in	Spanish	to	discuss	emotions,	beliefs,	desires,
opinions,	doubts,	and	“if”	statements	expressing	possibility.	When	any	of	the	above	topics	took	place	in	the	past,	a	past	form	of	the	subjunctive	is	needed;	enter	imperfect	subjunctive.La	profesora	me	pidió	que	hiciera	los	ejercicios.	(The	teacher	asked	me	to	do	the	exercises.)The	most	common	occurrence	of	“imperfecto	de	indicativo”	+	“imperfecto	de
subjuntivo”	is	in	past	tense	sentences	with	a	negative	introduction.No	creía	[imperfect]	que	él	se	atreviera	[imperfect	subjunctive]	a	decírmelo.	(I	didn’t	think	he	would	dare	to	say	that	to	me.)Notice	that	you	can	still	talk	about	your	present	opinions/feelings	about	past	actions	or	events.Estoy	[present]	triste	porque	la	profesora	me	pidió	que	hiciera
[imperfect	subjunctive]	los	ejercicios.	(I	am	sad	because	my	professor	asked	me	to	do	the	exercises.)To	conjugate	the	imperfect	subjunctive,	start	with	the	ellos	form	of	the	preterite.buscar	=	buscaron	jugar	=	jugaron	ir	=	fueronIrregular	preterite	verbs	retain	their	irregularity	here	(like	fueron).Then,	drop	the	-on	from	the	end.buscaron	=	buscar-
jugaron	=	jugar-	fueron	=	fuer-Next,	add	the	appropriate	ending.	For	this	tense,	there	are	two	appropriate	formations	of	the	verb,	but	this	one	will	be	understood	more	widely.	The	other	formation	differs	slightly	and	is	mainly	used	in	Spain.PersonImperfect	Subjunctive	Endingyo-atú-asél,	ella,	usted-anosotros-amosvosotros-aisellos,	ellas,	ustedes-
anThe	End	Had	Come:	Past	Perfect	(Pluperfect)As	we	mentioned	briefly	above,	the	Spanish	pluscuamperfecto	is	used	to	talk	about	events	that	had	already	happened,	further	in	the	past,	before	another	event	(also	in	the	past).	Contrast	this	with	the	present	perfect,	which	is	used	to	talk	about	events	from	the	past	that	are	relevant	to	the	present
scenario	but	which	don’t	relate	to	another	specific	timeframe	in	the	past.Very	similarly	to	English,	we	use	the	auxiliary	verb	haber	once	again	to	form	the	past	perfect.	This	time,	we	conjugate	haber	in	the	imperfect	and	pair	it	with	the	past	participle.Haber	(imperfect	tense)yo	habíanosotros	habíamostú	habíasvosotros	habíaisusted,	él,	ella
habíaustedes,	ellos,	ellas	habíanJust	as	in	English,	the	past	perfect	is	often	paired	with	the	simple	past	tense	(preterite)	to	describe	the	second	completed	action/event.Ya	me	había	comido	un	taco	cuando	mi	madre	hizo	la	cena.	(I	had	eaten	a	taco	when	my	mother	made	dinner.)Ya	habían	terminado	su	tarea	cuando	comenzó	la	película.	They	had
already	finished	their	homework	when	the	movie	started.When	discussing	emotions,	beliefs,	desires,	and	“if”	statements	expressing	possibility,	Spanish	uses	a	type	of	conjugation	not	present	in	English	called	the	subjunctive	mood.	Therefore,	it’s	sometimes	necessary	to	use	the	past	perfect	subjunctive	to	talk	about	things	someone	wishes	or	would
have	had	happened	if	the	scenario	had	been	different.To	conjugate	the	past	perfect	subjunctive,	combine	haber	in	imperfect	subjunctive	tense	(different	than	the	regular	imperfect	tense;	see	above)	with	the	past	participle.Note	that	there	are	two	forms	of	the	imperfect	subjunctive	currently	in	use;	those	with	the	-se	are	more	commonly	used	in	Spain.
Depending	on	where	you	plan	to	use	your	Spanish,	Lingvist	offers	Neutral	or	American	Spanish.Haber	(imperfect	subjunctive	tense)yo	hubiera/hubiesenosotros	hubiéramos/hubiésemostú	hubieras/hubiesesvosotros	hubierais/hubieseisusted,	él,	ella	hubiera/hubieseustedes,	ellos,	ellas	hubieran/hubiesenHabría	pensado	que	estaba	delicioso	si	no
hubiese	visto	la	receta.	(I	would	have	thought	that	it	was	delicious	if	I	hadn’t	seen	the	recipe.)Often	you’ll	see	the	word	ojalá	in	sentences	that	take	the	past	perfect	subjunctive.Ojalá	hubiéramos	ganado	el	partido.	(I	wish	that	we	had	won	the	game.)When	discussing	potential	situations	in	the	past	using	“if”	statements,	coordinate	the	past	perfect
subjunctive	with	the	past	or	present	conditional	(depending	on	whether	the	second	part	of	the	statement	is	relevant	to	the	present	or	would	have	taken	place	in	the	past).Si	no	hubiera	visto	la	película,	iría	contigo	al	cine.	(If	I	hadn’t	already	seen	the	movie,	I	would	go	[present	conditional]	with	you	to	the	movies.)Si	hubiera	jugado	en	el	partido,
habríamos	ganado.	(If	I	had	played	in	the	game,	we	would	have	won	[past	conditional].)Past	ProgressiveTo	discuss	actions	that	were	“progressing”	or	occurring	in	a	recent	timeframe	you’re	talking	about,	use	a	type	of	special	verbal	structure	called	the	perífrasis	continua/durativa,	which	is	a	type	of	perífrasis	verbal.	This	is	another	structure	that’s
quite	similar	to	the	English	version.	Combine	the	imperfect	of	estar	(“to	be”)	with	the	present	participle	form	of	the	verb.	A	present	participle	ends	in	-ing	in	English	and	-ando/-iendo	in	Spanish.Estábamos	haciendo	los	deberes.	(We	were	doing	our	homework.)Often,	past	progressive	is	used	to	talk	about	interrupted	actions	in	the	recent	past,	where
imperfect	is	used	to	talk	about	interrupted	actions	that	happened	further	in	the	past.	Use	the	preterite	(simple	past)	to	describe	the	“interrupting”	event.Estábamos	caminando	por	la	calle	cuando	empezó	a	llover.	(We	were	walking	down	the	street	when	it	started	to	rain.)All	these	tenses	can	certainly	seem	overwhelming	at	first.	However,	many	of	the
distinctions	between	different	events	in	the	past	are	also	expressed	in	English,	and	like	English,	many	of	these	are	simply	different	combinations	of	the	auxiliary	verb	haber	and	the	past	participle.The	best	way	to	become	familiar	with	these	different	ways	of	talking	about	the	past	is	to	practice	them	in	the	context	of	full	sentences.	Check	out	Lingvist’s
online	Spanish	course	to	start	putting	all	of	this	knowledge	into	practice!
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